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Introduction

We live in a society adjusted and depen-
dent on energy sources. One of the main in-
dicators of wealth of a country is its energy 
consumption per capita. This energy allows 
societies to develop and achieve greater pro-
ductivity and quality of life. An uninterrupt-
ed supply of this energy becomes even more 
essential as our contemporary economy is 
based on the magnitude and intensity of the 
flow of goods, people, capital and access to 
information (CORRAL, 2012). However, it is 
not only in relation to the amount of energy 
that the concerns of contemporary states are 
related. In addition to the increased need to 
produce and offer more and more energy to 
the population and to the economic markets, 

we must be alert to the finitude of environ-
mental resources, which are, in the end, 
these energy suppliers.

Regarding to sustainability, energy ex-
ploitation must be adapted to the biologi-
cal services capacity to renew the stock of 
natural resources, particularly, because its 
ubiquity and unknowability. Therefore, the 
policies for development and sustainable 
use of energy resources by Unasur must 
consider the lack of spatial and territorial 
limits, as well as the impossibility of total 
knowledge of the extent of the impacts of 
the human actions on environmental goods.

Although fossil fuel is renewable, in terms 
of human life scale, they are considered non-
renewable resources, suffering significant 
depletion when exploited without any con-
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servation criteria. For instance, the use of 
water resources represents a more efficient 
sustainable source, once the hydrological 
cycles are faster and configures a renewable 
energy matrix or, as defined by literature, so 
called a clean matrix. And so are also wind 
and nuclear energies, though there are some 
controversies about the last one.

 The South American States are involved 
in a new process of regional integration, 
called the Union of South American Na-
tions. Through some normative texts, es-
pecially the Treaty of Brasilia, in 2008, it 
can be perceived that these States seek a 
distinguished form of regional integration, 
where the economic issues are not the only 
subjects, but they are treated in conjunc-
tion with social policies.

 The need for energy integration was 
highlighted since its early stages, and it has 
been formally established as a specific goal of 
Unasur. But in order to achieve this purpose 
it is needed to come up with a common legal 
framework, through which South American 
countries will face profound asymmetries 
among member states, since some countries 
are surplus in energy and others find many 
difficulties even to achieve energy security.

 Within the context of so many diver-
sities this paper is developed. Some South 
American countries are energy exporters 
and others are dependent on imported en-
ergy. The process of regional integration 
provided by Unasur can be extremely im-
portant for both, guaranteeing economic, 
social and environmental balance if these 
three values are considered during the cre-
ation of a legal framework of energy within 
the Unasur regional integration process.

There are no doubts about the enor-
mous abundance of natural resources ex-
isting in all country parties of Unasur, and 
the searching for economic development 
through energy exploration in the block, 
associated with capability for exportation, 
cannot occur at the costs of the depletion 
of energy resources and being regulated by 
an exploratory policy of the environment.

This paper will discuss, at first, the in-
tegration process itself, so called Union of 
South American Nations – Unasur (in Span-
ish), and then goes on to the specific goals 
linked to the environment and energy. It is 
discussed the need of a common regulatory 
framework to achieve energy integration 
in South America, which can provide eco-
nomic balance between its members, con-
sidering poverty eradication and environ-
mental sustainability. Although these goals 
are difficult to be achieved, we have never 
been so close to overcome them, because 
South American countries may encounter 
in the process of regional integration of 
Unasur a breeding ground for this achieve-
ment. We’ll also cover the sustainable 
energy distribution issue and democratic 
changes in Unasur, together with a strong 
commitment to clean energy.

1. Union of South American Nations (UN-
ASUR)

 The Union of South American Nations 
was established by the Treaty of Brasilia 
in 2008 among twelve sovereign States1, 
based on a shared and solidarity history 
of these multi-ethnic, multicultural and 
plurilingual States. This process relies on 

1. The Republic of Argentina, Republic of Bolivia, Republic of Brazil, Republic of Chile, Republic of Co-
lombia, Republic of Ecuador, Republic of Guiana, Republic of Paraguay, Republic of Peru, Republic of Su-
riname, Republic of Uruguay and Republic of Venezuela.
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a landmark struggle for emancipation and 
South American unity, honoring those who 
imagined their independence and freedom 
in service of unity and towards a welfare 
future for all South American countries.

 The countries seek, throughout Unasur, 
the construction of an identity and citizen-
ship for the entire region, developing an in-
tegrated regional space, not only in the eco-
nomic field, as traditionally the blocks are 
idealized, but especially concerning politic, 
society, culture, environment, energy and 
infrastructure, in order to contribute to the 
strengthening of the unity of Latin America 
and Caribbean. In that way, they will not 
only pursue the solution of common prob-
lems, such as poverty, exclusion and social 
inequality, through the improvement of eco-
nomic conditions of their people, but also, 
reach sustainable development and general 
well-being of the entire population of this 
important region of the globe.

The developing model chosen by these 
countries was integration, so common in 
recent decades in the South American con-
tinent, through two important processes of 
regional integration – MERCOSUR (South-
ern Common Market) and the Andean Com-
munity. Taking advantage of the improve-
ments of those processes and along with the 
experience of Chile, Guyana and Suriname, 
South American countries agreed that this 
innovative model of integration is strongly 
based on unrestricted sovereignty, integrity 
and territorial inviolability of the States 
members; self-determination of peoples; 
solidarity; cooperation; peace; democracy, 
citizen participation and pluralism; univer-

sal human rights; reduction of asymmetries 
and harmony with environment toward a 
sustainable development.

In light of the above basic principles, 
South American countries have established 
the foundations for a new regional integra-
tion experience, which must be implemented 
gradually and in a flexible manner, accord-
ing to the reality of each of the members by 
the time of its incorporation at Unasur. It 
is also needed the confirmation of the full 
effectiveness of democratic institutions and 
the respect for human rights, being those 
unrestricted and essential conditions for the 
construction of a common future of peace, 
economic and social prosperity.

It was through the Treaty of Brasilia, on 
May 23, 2008, that twelve sovereign na-
tions settled negotiations for the creation 
of the Union of South American Nations, 
establishing at that time, an international 
legal personality for the new entity2, which 
was, by the way, very different from Mer-
cosur process, whose personality was ac-
quired only after Ouro Preto Protocol, in 
1994 (OLIVEIRA, 2011).

Concerning to Unasur purposes, it was 
established that its general objective is: 
to build in a participatory and consen-
sual way, a space of integration and unity 
among its people regarding the cultural, 
social, economic and political environ-
ment, prioritizing political dialogue, social 
policies, education, energy, infrastruc-
ture, finance and the natural environment, 
among others, pursuing the eradication of 
socioeconomic inequality, the achievement 
of social inclusion and the citizen partici-

2. Although they have described the international legal personality to Unasur in its constitutive treaty, the 
article 26 determined thirty days for its valid beginning, which has occurred on March, 2011.
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pation, the strengthening of democracy 
and the reducing of asymmetries through 
the reinforcement of the sovereignty and 
independence of States.3

“And the specific objectives, directly 
linked to energy and environmental issues 
were described in 3rd. article of Unasur con-
stitutive treaty “d) energy integration for the 
integral, sustainable and supportive uses of 
the natural resources of the region;” “e) the 
development of an infrastructure for the in-
terconnection of the region and people ac-
cording to criteria of sustainable social and 
economic development;” “g) protection of 
biodiversity, water resources and ecosys-
tems, as well as cooperation for disaster pre-
vention and commitment in confronting the 
causes and effects of climate change”. 

Assessing the aims of Unasur, Clément 
(2009) considers that both the overall objec-
tives and the specifics, because of their wide 
and diffuse range, they do not establish 
concrete targets to be achieved in a speci-
fied period; they cannot even be considered 
functional and solid goals, therefore he, in 
fact, considers the Treaty that has been es-
tablished a single agreement of cooperation 
with predominantly declarative intentions.

However, it is undeniable that we are 
facing a new international geopolitical 
dynamics and South American countries 
seek to have central role in the integra-
tionist process. Regarding this purpose, the 
regionalist Union of South American Na-
tions, created with the goals not only eco-
nomical, but also covering political and 
social issues, have among their objectives 
the meeting of its members to adopt com-

mon positions in multilateral forums of 
global governance. This Union launches a 
new geophysical and political alliance in 
a region where there are large reserves of 
natural resources, such as minerals, water, 
arable land and energy. The South Ameri-
can subcontinent is endowed with natural 
resources, which if supported by infrastruc-
ture and well-trained human resources, can 
turn the region in one of the most impor-
tant economic areas of a globalized world 
that consumes large quantities of food, raw 
materials and energy (MOREIRA, 2009).

According to Guimarães (2010), regional 
asymmetries in South America are evident 
when observed that, although it is a conti-
nent rich in natural resources, on both soil 
and underground resources, such richness 
is irregularly distributed among members 
of Unasur, creating a series of asymmetries 
concerning agriculture, energy, industry, 
and mining.

Although the Latin America can be con-
sidered a surpluses region in the energy sec-
tor, if the countries are taken separately, it 
is possible to see that some of them have 
more resources than others and that some, 
in fact, can be even energy deficient. Thus, 
the union among those countries around 
an energy security will bring political and 
economic force to contribute to the achieve-
ment of the other goals in the Unasur consti-
tutive treaty. Cardozo (2006) highlights this 
positioning by considering that the energy 
integration in the subcontinent presents it-
self as an opportunity to stimulate growth, 
economic and social development, and the 
security of regional governance.

3. 2nd article of Unasur constitutive treaty.
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2. Energy, sustainability and democracy in 
UNASUR

Although South America in 2011, has 
been considered the second largest area 
with oil reserves in the world, energy mar-
kets in general are experiencing one of the 
most uncertain periods in decades, given 
the impact of the Arab Spring on explo-
ration and production processes and the 
consequences of the economic crisis in the 
euro area. Add to this scenario, structural 
factors combined with the policy, such 
as the pressure of increased Chinese de-
mand, the increase in demand for electric 
power generation and the increase in the 
cost of oil production. Therefore, although 
new deposits have being discovered and 
have being exploited, the South American 
countries must be prepared for an increas-
ing demand for energy sources (PEREIRA, 
2011). Precaution must be taken with the 
frenzy caused by the discovery and ex-
ploration of new oil deposits, since they 
stretched the deadline to live in a society 
dependent on non-renewable sources, but 
they are still a finite source.

By seeking an urgent and necessary in-
clusive policy to rule the energy matrix of 
its Member States, the Unasur created, in 
March 2007, during the first South Ameri-
can Energy Summit, the South American 
Energy Council, which established the 
Group of Experts in Energy, with the as-
signment to formulate: the South American 
energy strategy, the action plan for energy 
integration and the structure of the Ener-
gy Treaty4. Members of the group through 
strategic studies have tried to find enough 
knowledge to minimize energy dependence 
and the vulnerability of their countries.

In an attempt to better manage non-re-
newable energy resources, some countries 
increased the State control, often through 
public enterprises, by the direct oil explo-
ration, as well as by increasing tax instru-
ments. However, according to CEPAL’s 
report (2013), neither the State oil compa-
nies, nor the contractual regulations imple-
mented to incorporate private enterprises 
in productive scenario have been sufficient 
to revert and increase the exploration and 
development of this energy matrix, in or-
der to maintain balanced the relationship 
between reserves, production and offer. The 
challenge will require institutional innova-
tions, regulatory and contractual new stan-
dards, as well as it will be required, among 
other things, adjustments between the dif-
ferent national policies (UNASUL, 2013).

In addition to the management of South 
American energy matrices in terms of pro-
duction technique and economic profit-
ability, there are some more disturbing and 
urgent needs, such as reduction in poverty 
indices of the Unasur member countries 
and the efforts to minimize the impacts on 
the natural environment.

Within the scenario of depletion on non-
renewable resources, even if it will happen 
in a long run, the countries of Unasur must 
seek more and more efficiency in clean en-
ergy arrays. In this sense, the group should 
look for institutional solutions that are able 
to prioritize sustainable exploitation of re-
sources, improving the efficiency of relat-
ed services, pursuit the universalization of 
their uses, even as a way to reduce poverty. 
Thus, Unasur countries should guide their 
policies and regulatory rules in order to 
provide greater transparency of public re-
sources investments, establishment of a self-

4. UNASUR - Management Report of the Group of Experts on Energy, Ministry of Mines and Energy, 2013.
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sustaining market, greater clearness about 
the distribution of responsibilities between 
members and better management efficiency.

There are no doubts that the Union of 
South American Nations is the right space 
for discussion about sustainable and dem-
ocratic distribution of energy. This rec-
ommendation can be found in the South 
American Energy Council. Within the 
goals that the Council has been worked 
on their meetings, there is great focus on 
regional energy security, in union of en-
ergy structures and industrial and social 
development, based among other points, in 
the elimination of socioeconomic inequal-
ity and reduction of asymmetries among 
Member States. (WOJCICKI, 2012).

In order to achieve the goal is necessary 
to pay attention to the important fact that 
the reduction of poverty, the elimination of 
inequalities and the sustainable exploitation 
of regional energy matrix have different 
costs of stabilization, depending on the de-
gree of socio-economic exclusion of popula-
tions between countries and the variability 
of the costs of extraction and conservation 
of environmental resources among member, 
since all these aspects are not equitatively 
distributed throughout the subcontinent. It 
is expected that, if the benefits are signif-
icant, it will be possible to find a way to 
make political barriers and neighbor coun-
tries cooperate in setting up projects that 
benefit everyone. (KELMAN; GAMA, 2013)

Given the set of documents about the 
goals and guidelines specified by Unasur, 
it can be observed that even within discus-
sions about energy efficiency and integra-
tion, the phenomenon of poverty in mem-
ber countries becomes, if not the main, one 

of the most relevant aspects to the formula-
tion of normative regulations and institu-
tional texts.

3. Energy, poverty and conservation of 
natural resources in South America

The Declaration of Margarita5 lays down 
that “the energy integration of the South 
American community of Nations should 
be used as an important tool to promote 
the social, economic development and the 
eradication of poverty”. This kind of com-
mitment is repeatedly emphasized in the 
statements of the representatives of mem-
ber countries to increase the commitment 
of each country to the project.

And a question arises: Is there an excess 
of wariness concerning poverty and a lack 
of environmental conservation alarm? The 
answer is obvious. There is never too much 
wariness in pursuing a worthy existence for 
any human. Everyone must be able to live 
and take care of their own family, grow old 
and die leaving something good for their 
descendants, if not in the form of money, 
but at least with satisfaction about life.

From this reflection it is initiated the 
evaluation of the intersection between im-
provement in South American energy ma-
trix, poverty and conservation of natural 
resources. Here will be listed, although in 
an initial way, the three elements and their 
relationships: poverty eradication, energy 
policies and environmental sustainability.

It seems to be a commonplace to speak 
of poverty reduction with the balanced use 
of energy resources. However, what is ob-
served in developing countries in South 
America through its energy policies, is 

5. Declaration of Margarita - building energy integration of the south, from April 18, 2007.
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the large focus being given to energy as a 
source of solutions, almost miraculous, to 
poverty reduction and not so much in rela-
tion to environmental resources and their 
conservation. And this is something to be 
concerned with.

By energy efficiency, government guide-
line policies and transgovernmental enti-
ties, such as Unasur, lead us to the binomial: 
greater efficiency in the exploitation of re-
sources and better distribution of the benefits 
of this exploitation. By benefits it is under-
stood both the adequate supply of energy to 
the final consumer, as the whole structure for 
the energy supply. Not only physical infra-
structure, but also a political and economic 
environment which allow the use of this en-
ergy as a way to achieve the main goal, the 
development of the nation. These efficient 
socio-economic and legal frameworks must 
pursue the minimization of waste and greater 
profitability in the exploitation of environ-
mental resources of energy.

However, although there are no doubts 
about the veracity of this understanding, 
there are still issues without much evalu-
ation or focus, because of the urgency of 
reducing American poverty indices. This is 
the case of the urgent need for regulatory 
instruments which seek actually the envi-
ronmental conservation as a priority.

Several countries of South America 
have a peculiar situation regarding to their 
own stocks of energy. They are very abun-
dant. If we think in terms of energy re-
sources that can be directly explored, like 
fossil fuels, natural gas, water, wind and 
solar incidence, they are of enormous di-
mensions, but if we add to them the biodi-
versity as a source of energy and raw mate-
rial for genetic coding for future technolo-
gies in response to environmental changes, 
we will have an abundance of energy re-

sources and functions provided by them of 
unimaginable magnitude. The conservation 
of biodiversity must, indeed, also enter the 
agenda of policies concerning the energy 
matrix of a region.

If the short-term energy policy predom-
inates, due to the prioritization of poverty 
eradication, attracting all attention and 
resulting in short-term solutions, the ex-
ploitation of energies more direct and prof-
itable economically, such as fossil fuels, 
will increases a lot more than sustainable 
standards. Thus, issues such as biogene-
tic inventories, preservation of ecological 
niches and maintenance of biogeochemical 
cycles will be left aside. However, if these 
policies also glimpse effects and impacts in 
the medium and long term, if they become 
more careful and cautious, they will seek to 
reconcile the urgent need to reduce poverty 
with the also imperious need of supporting 
the habitats and exploring more renewable 
sources within an interval of time required 
for occurrence of the renovation of the en-
ergy stock itself.

In developed countries it becomes rela-
tively easier to compute the value of these 
incentives facing the valuation that the 
natural environment receives there. In these 
countries there is a comfortable situation, in 
which the environment is just expected to 
maintain what it has been provided in terms 
of the quality of human life. So, apparently, 
there is no need to include the “addition-
al pay for insalubrity” to keep it healthy. 
Policies can peacefully cover environmen-
tal conservation issues, although it must be 
considered their huge ecological footprint 
and, therefore, they should be concerned 
about restructuring the general habits of the 
population, because if they do not impact 
the natural environment around them, since 
they are quite legally protected, they impact 
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ecological resources from other regions in 
developing countries. This cruel and unfair 
market takes place when developed coun-
tries offer big financial profits for countries 
in developing process or in poverty, in re-
turn for their supplies, even though this ir-
resistible offer leads degradation of natural 
resources and its derivatives. It would be 
like offering food to the hungry at the cost 
of its own future survival, because if those 
countries exhaust their resources or degrade 
them permanently, it will be the survival of 
its own population that is at risk.

On the other hand, in developing coun-
tries, such as the case of South American 
countries, from the environment, beyond its 
stability in biological services, it is also ex-
pected from it to provide, like in a miracu-
lous way, the salvation to the large mass of 
humans in poverty. However, the environ-
ment is limited. Even in its ability to renew 
constantly, it is limited by the time needed 
for that particular resource resets at levels 
that provide and maintains the conditions 
for life quality. By that we mean that any 
species, in this case human beings, has its 
population growth with quality limited by 
the capacity of the environment to sustain 
them indefinitely within a given period of 
time. When the environmental carrying ca-
pacity is exceeded, it is the beginning of a 
decrease in quality of life, and over time, 
the effects on population can be very pain-
ful. The gradual extinction, with deaths re-
sulting from the effects of poverty can be a 
real example of this process, although there 
are other components that influence pov-
erty, such as corruption and poor education, 
poverty has many roots in environmental 
breakdown. It is well known, although this 
article does not go further on this issue, 
that technological changes, social and cul-
tural rights were and are responsible for the 

expansion of the carrying capacity of the 
planet and its natural resources, in particu-
lar for the human species, but, even though, 
there are limitations, since the space of the 
Earth and its resources are finite and the 
population continues to grow at exponen-
tial rates (MILLER JUNIOR, 2006). South 
American countries should, indeed, add the 
poverty correction share in the value given 
to energy natural resources, although this 
must be done cautiously and with balance 
so that this increase does not become re-
sponsible, either by the rising price of en-
ergy supplied to the final consumer, or by 
becoming the only concern of the energy 
policies. In other words, efforts should make 
the use of environmental resources more 
profitable as possible, seeking the reduc-
tion of human poverty, but this concern 
must be balanced with the elementary need 
of conserving the resources, since the basic 
laws of thermodynamics imply in the loss of 
some irrecoverable amount of energy. There 
is no fully effective exploitation, and these 
impacts must be accounted for. The aggre-
gate value of the energy obtained from the 
exploration process in developed and de-
veloping countries is considerably different 
and these differences must be taken into 
account in the formulation of legal norms, 
whether they are national or transnational.

Once it has been made the above reflec-
tions, it is also important to attempt to the 
fact that poverty is not just result of bad 
energy distribution or a lack of it. But it 
is a complex social phenomenon, durable 
and multidimensional (PEREIRA, 2006). 
Poverty from the point of view of its macro 
cause can be understood as resulting from 
models of social structuring and social dy-
namics. If poverty persists even with the 
existence of policies to combat them, the 
weakness is in the policy makers, in the 
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policy itself, in the implementation of the 
regulations or in the economic system that 
regulates the society. We have, in fact, a 
mixture of all these factors, since South 
American countries have set exploratory 
damaging environmental policies.

These economical systems based on en-
vironmentally exhaustive  energy policies 
contribute significantly to the impoverish-
ment of the region. And its apparent short-
term economic richness should not blind 
their operators about the harmful effects of 
this economic standard procedure for the 
future. Among the contributions to pov-
erty provided by non-sustainable energy 
systems, we have: extreme simplification 
of biological systems, high production of 
waste and pollution, high nutrient waste 
rate, high rate of population unplanned 
disproportionate growth, misallocation of 
human beings in physical spaces available, 
poor distribution of income arising from 
the use of environmental resources, high 
concentration of capital in the hands of a 
few, bad urban planning, among others.

That way, poverty elimination cannot 
fit within a more efficient and integrative 
energy planning as the only concern. This 
planning should, in proportion to its share, 
includes undoubtedly the human variable, 
contributing and seeking better life qual-
ity. But there is also much to worry about 
with environmental sustainability in the 
strict sense. The human component of the 
current South American environmental li-
abilities, even if caused by our own actions 
should integrate the guidelines of each 
strategic sector like energy development, 
educational, social, physical and cultural 
integration, as it comes to the aspect in 
which we see ourselves more vulnerable, 
given the prevalent anthropocentric vision 
of world.

But, it is worthy and essential insist that 
neither poverty nor wealth exists if the 
search and maintenance of the ecological 
balance is not considered one of the most 
urgency necessity of humankind, as the 
only way to prevent population collapse. 
Natural resources should be maintained and 
their quality should be a priority, since this 
leads to a higher efficiency in the functions 
performed and provided by the resources.

The focus on development of energy 
policies must converge attention to clean 
energy sources. The administration of Gov-
ernments and private companies should 
consider in their environmental accounting 
not only the human liabilities, which could 
include poverty, but also the environmen-
tal liabilities in the strict sense, in addition 
to goals and guidelines for environmental 
assets, namely, what still exists of natural 
resource and what can be expected in terms 
of ecological functions.

Merely exemplifying, if we have bal-
anced temperatures currents that bathe 
the continents and if we make efforts to 
maintain them, we can expect more regular 
cycles of rain, sunshine and evaporation. 
An efficient water cycle can be achieved. 
If we have natural habitats for several spe-
cies of animals and plants to interact, more 
biodiverse environment will be, so that the 
genetic stocks will be assured and, conse-
quently, our perspectives of innovations in 
vaccines, cures and treatment for various 
diseases, as well as their use for biopharm-
ing and bioengineering. The maintenance 
of the cycles of nitrogen, carbon and oxy-
gen, which are essential for life, including 
the human life, would also have its equilib-
rium preserved.

Following the same logic, if we become 
a lot more aware of our ecological footprint, 
i.e., the impact of the human lifestyle have 
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in stocks of environmental resources, we 
might be able to understand the reason and 
the importance of really changing our per-
sonal modus operandi as well as the public 
regulatory. Governments and transnational 
institutions must increase the rigor in sus-
tainability policies and, especially, the su-
pervision of them. If more care and caution 
are considered when exploring the environ-
mental resources and better understanding 
on how ecological services work are im-
proved, the negative impacts will be reduced 
on the environment and, consequently, 
lesser and faster the effort the planet will 
need to rebalance itself. According to Miller 
Junior (2006), protect your capital and live 
from the income that it offers or deplete 
your capital and, at some time, it will have 
gone forever. Yes, the Earth doesn’t need us, 
we’re the ones who need it.

When projects are planned and the 
investments in environmental assets are 
made, at financial terms, on public or pri-
vate accounting, there is a decrease of need-
ing of future capital investments to contain 
liabilities, since it will be more return in 
natural capital available, the profitability 
of ecological resources will be efficient and 
able to sustain the various types of life, in-
cluding the human. By planning and acting 
like this, in the future, given the investment 
made in natural resources has generated re-
newable energy in more efficient arrays, it 
can be thought about reducing liabilities 
and convergence to a less-impactful life-
style, including a rise in the quality of life 
of the South Americans. It is essential the 
migration from an impoverishing energy 
matrix, to a sustainable one.

According to CEPAL (2013), should Un-
asur assess the contribution of hydroelectric 
power and define correctly the concepts of 
sustainability and renewability, guided by 

the following assumptions: (i) conduct an 
environmental assessment of hydropower 
projects; ii) establish a code of conduct with 
the communities, iii) establish the payment 
for environmental services; iv) modify the 
terms of the power purchase agreements, v) 
establish mechanisms which recognize the 
synergy between wind and water projects; 
vi) maintaining a comprehensive overview 
of watersheds; vii) fulfill social obligations 
and resolve conflicts, and viii) ensure public 
disclosure and transparency of information.

In area of the regulations, there is not 
only the need for normative guidelines for 
local and regional governmental actions, 
such as rules that benefit and encourage 
movements, but also strategies for the pri-
vate exercise of exploration to be made ac-
cording sustainable ways.

In the perspective of the adequacy of a 
normative model for regional energy ex-
ploitation, Unasur countries also must pay 
much attention to hydroelectric projects. In 
recent decades several crises were related 
to the installation of plants, such as those 
involving the expulsion of communities, 
forest destruction and flooding of large 
areas. These difficulties were increased by 
the problematic social acceptance and by 
the several restrictions from international 
banks of financing and multilateral trade 
(UNASUl, 2013). 

Conclusion

This research discussed the need to 
achieve, during the process of integration 
of Unasur, a common and sustainable ener-
gy policy, seeking to bring into discussion 
the main points of this policy, in addition 
to addressing the great energy potential of 
the region, as well as the invaluable envi-
ronmental richness of the subcontinent.
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We believe that within the normative 
planning for energy matrices the precaution-
ary principle should be considered essential 
variable when the policy-making occurs, be-
cause we cannot take so many risks in dam-
aging the environment. Must undoubtedly be 
considered all the important variables both 
abiotic and biotic, being the quality of hu-
man life also a component element.

Because it is well known that natural re-
sources are exhaustible, at least in human 
timescale, it becomes indispensable guiding 
and monitoring those who still believe that 
these forecasts are untruths. In this sense, 
the law, together with diplomacy and po-
litical relations are of utmost importance 
and usefulness.

These should be the first reflections 
made by decision makers. Since it is cho-
sen a really sustainable energy policy, it 
should combine efforts not only to the im-
mediate lowering of poverty, but also for 
intense development of renewable energy 
sources and the preservation of natural 
environments, such as the various biomes 
of South American region. Decision mak-
ers, either from public and private areas, 
must concern about investing heavily in 
developing methodologies for exploitation 
of natural resources increasingly focused 
on the environment rebalance. Important 
to remember that within the set of com-
ponents that make up the environment are 
human beings and, therefore, these ac-
tions will be focusing also on the search 
for the welfare of the population, with 
consequential poverty reduction.

Ensuring that policy tracks the correct 
directions, so as to harmonize the regional 
energy exploration with real sustainable 
development, should be the focus of sev-
eral studies and research involving the 
South American Nations Union. And with-

in these efforts the role of social and legal 
sciences, like the case of environmental 
laws are essential.

The sustainable use of resources must 
be cognized, directed, persuaded, chased, 
encouraged and, if necessary, taxed, and 
rewarded. By following these movements 
it is expected several instruments to be 
created and regulated in order to educate 
society more about environmental issues, 
to seek a less invasive development, with 
less degrading activities and less voracious 
consumption, to profit with environmental 
conservation, to feel restrained by vandal-
izing and punished by doing so, eventually, 
to benefit when taking care of nature, its 
features and ecological functions. To all 
these objectives the environmental and en-
ergy laws, to be explored by Unasur under 
regional and international levels, can show 
themselves as one of the best instruments 
of dissemination and implementation.
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ABSTRACT
This study aims to inspire an initial asses-
sment and subsequent discussion of the 
birth and development of the energy poli-
cy within the integrative perspective of 
the Union of South American Nations 
(UNASUR). Once established the role ex-
pected by this international entity facing 
global and regional energy demands, it is 
intended to ascertain the level of comple-
teness of environmental issues within the-
se negotiations. To achieve the desired go-
als in this preliminary study provided lar-
gely by the search and reading of specific 
literature, the work begins with an expla-
nation of the origins and institutional ba-
ses of UNASUR, showing its previous and 
explicit goals. In sequence, the research is 
directly targeted to a study of UNASUR 
policies that include the plans, strategies 
and specific regulations for the develop-
ment of the desired energy framework. Fi-
nally, as part of the systematic sequence of 
this study, it is approached the hybrid field 
of the inclusion of conservation goals and 
sustainable use of natural resources and 
its compatibility with the egalitarian ener-
gy policy. Finally, it is prospected the pre-
sence of sustainability variables of natural 
resources and its vital importance to the 
compatibility between poverty reduction 
in South American countries and the 
maintenance of the quality of the envi-
ronment and consequently the human ra-
ce included on it.
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Energy. Environment. Poverty. UNASUR.

RESUMO
O presente trabalho busca suscitar de for-
ma ainda inicial uma avaliação e subse-
quente discussão acerca do nascimento e 
desenvolvimento da política energética 
dentro da perspectiva integracional da 
União das Nações Sul-americanas (UNA-
SUL). Uma vez estabelecido o papel espe-
rado por este ente internacional frente às 
demandas energéticas regionais e mun-
diais, averígua-se o nível de conclusão das 
questões ambientais dentro destas tratati-
vas. Para a consecução dos objetivos al-
mejados neste estudo preliminar e propor-
cionados em grande parte pela pesquisa e 
leitura de literatura específica, inicia-se o 
trabalho com uma explanação da própria 
origem e bases institucionais da UNASUL, 
demonstrando seus objetivos prévios e ex-
plícitos. Parte-se, então, para um estudo 
direcionado das políticas da UNASUL que 
contemplem os planos, estratégias e regras 
específicas para o desenvolvimento da 
matriz energética almejada. Como parte 
integrante da sequência sistematizada 
deste estudo, adentra-se no campo híbrido 
da inclusão dos objetivos de conservação e 
do uso sustentável dos recursos naturais e 
sua compatibilidade com a política energé-
tica igualitária. Por fim, prospecta-se a 
presença de variáveis de sustentabilidade 
dos recursos naturais e sua vital impor-
tância para a compatibilidade entre a re-
dução da pobreza nos países sul-america-
nos e a manutenção da qualidade do meio 
ambiente e, consequentemente, da espécie 
humana nele inserida.
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